The seriously mentally ill: another perspective on treatment resistance.
There is a subpopulation of the seriously mentally ill who remain acute care recidivists, rarely becoming engaged in follow-up treatment. It has been argued that these individuals are system, rather than treatment resisters. The perceptions they have of their problems are often in conflict with staff evaluations, or with what the system has to offer. In the present study, patients who dropped out of residential care against staff's advice were compared to patients who remained in treatment. The results suggest that the greater the difference between the perceptions a patient and therapist have concerning the patient's problem, the greater the likelihood of the patient dropping out of treatment.